VOTING

YOUR LEGISLATORS’ VOTING RECORD ON SMALL BUSINESS ISSUES

2009-2010

VERMONT

2009-2010 SESSION: Votes cast by members of the Vermont
General Assembly on bills or amendments of particular interest

to small business owners during the past legislative biennium are
listed below. Although this Voting Record cannot reflect every
deliberation that legislators take into consideration when casting

a particular vote, this record serves as a guide for the purpose of
evaluating lawmakers on their understanding of issues important
to small business. Please thank those legislators who assisted our
efforts to promote and protect the rights of our members to own,
operate and grow their businesses.

HOUSE BILLS:

Economic Development
1 Legislation—H.313: Requires
that the joint fiscal office prepare an
economic impact assessment with each
piece of legislation, stating whether the bill
would have a positive, negative or neutral
economic impact on private enterprise in
Vermont. A “Yes” vote supports the NFIB
position. The amendment failed 36-100.

Decommissioning of Vermont
2 Yankee—H.436: Requires the
owner of Vermont Yankee nuclear power
plant to put up $400-$600 million in
cash or financial guarantees to cover
immediate decommissioning costs if its
power facilities license is not renewed
in 2012. Costs would be passed on
to Vermont ratepayers in the form of
increased electricity costs. A “No”
vote supports the NFIB position. The
bill passed 85-52-12. The governor
vetoed this bill and the legislative
leadership chose not to challenge the
veto, so the bill did not become law.

3 Transportation Budget—H.438:
Removes provisions of the bill that
increased the gas and diesel taxes. A

“Yes” vote supports the NFIB position.
The amendment failed 34-109-6.

General Fund Budget—H.441:
4 Raises more than $28 million in
new taxes by increasing the income
tax, estate tax, capital gains tax and
several splinter taxes, including tobacco,
liquor, clothing, satellite TV and digital
downloads. The bill did not significantly
address the $160 million unemployment
compensation trust fund crisis and
included a deficit for FY2010 projected to
be $67 million. A “No” vote supports the
NFIB position. The bill passed 94-52-3.

Miscellaneous Tax Bill—H.442:
5 Imposes approximately $55 million in
additional taxes by increasing the income
and estate taxes. A “No” vote supports
the NFIB position. The bill passed 84-53—
12. Later in the 2009 session, $28 million in

new tax increases were included in H.441.

Catamount Health Plan—H.444:
6 Expands the Catamount Health
Plan, which NFIB views as a financially
unsustainable program. A “No” vote
supports the NFIB position. The bill
passed 130-2-17.

Energy Legislation—H.446:
7 Mandates guaranteed power
purchase rates for developers of wind,
solar and hydro energy. The legislation
ignored the potential upside from
the near-term Clean Energy Fund
and federal stimulus dollars, before
promoting higher cost initiatives. A “No”
vote supports the NFIB position.
The legislation passed 92-42-15.

Vermont Yankee—H.589: Requires
8 the owner of Vermont’s nuclear
power station to establish two trust
accounts, the first to support restoration of
the industrial site to “greenfield condition”
by depositing $10 million by March 22,
2011. Requires another $10 million by
March 22, 2017, plus additional “sufficient
funds” over time. These costs would
have been passed on to ratepayers in
the form of higher electricity costs. A
“No” vote supports the NFIB position.
Although the House passed the bill
139-0-10, the bill died in the Senate.

Menu Labeling—S.88: Removes
9 a provision that will accelerate
the implementation of placing nutritional
facts on menus in restaurants and similar
establishments that are part of a chain
with 20 or more locations doing business
under the same name and offering the
same menu items. Franchisees will
be required to change all signage no
later than Jan. 1. NFIB supported the
elimination of this provision from S.88
because it places additional burdens on
franchise owners of chain restaurants. A
“Yes” vote supports the NFIB position.
The amendment failed 36-98-15.
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Healthcare Financing
1 O and Universal Access to
Healthcare—S.88: Requires the study
of three options for healthcare reform.
Vermont’s healthcare system has been
studied for more than 20 years; we
opposed the bill because the general
fund appropriation in these recessionary
economic times is not prudent. NFIB also
called for overall healthcare costs and
the financial sustainability of government
programs to be addressed. A “No” vote
supports the NFIB position. The bill
passed 91-42-16. Gov. Douglas did not sign
S.88, citing his concerns; rather, he allowed
it to become law without his signature.

SENATE BILLS:

Decommissioning of Vermont
1 Yankee—H.436: Requires the owner
of Vermont Yankee to put $400-$600
million in cash or financial guarantees
to cover immediate decommissioning
costs if its power facilities license is
not renewed in 2012. Costs would be
passed on to Vermont ratepayers in the
form of higher electricity costs in the
future. A “No” vote supports the NFIB
position. The bill passed 22-4-4. The
governor vetoed this bill and the legislative
leadership chose not to challenge the

veto; this was not enacted into law.

General Fund Budget—H.441:
2 Raises more than $28 million in
new taxes by increasing the income
tax, estate tax, capital gains tax and
several splinter taxes, including tobacco,
liquor, clothing, satellite TV and digital
downloads. The bill did not significantly
address the $160 million unemployment
compensation trust fund crisis and
included a deficit for FY2010 projected
to be $67 million. A “No” vote supports
the NFIB position. The bill passed 27-3.

3 Miscellaneous Tax Bill—H.442:
Imposes approximately $55 million
in additional taxes by increasing the

(VOTING RECORD)

income and estate taxes. A “No” vote
supports the NFIB position. The bill
passed 25-5. Later in the 2009 session,
$28 million in new tax increases were
included in the passage of H.441.

Catamount Health Plan—H.444:
4 Expands Catamount Health

Plan, which NFIB views as a

financially unsustainable program.

A “No” vote supports the NFIB
position. The bill passed 24-0-5.

5 Energy Legislation
Amendment—H.446: Guarantees

rates for wind, solar and hydro energy.
The legislation ignored the potential
upside from the near-term Clean Energy
Fund and federal stimulus dollars, before
promoting higher cost initiatives. A “Yes”
vote supports the NFIB position.

The amendment failed 11-13-5.

Energy Legislation—H.446:
6 Mandates guaranteed rates for
wind, solar and hydro energy. The
legislation ignored the potential upside
from the near-term Clean Energy Fund
and federal stimulus dollars, before
promoting higher cost initiatives. A “No”
vote supports the NFIB position.
The legislation passed 16-10-3.

Vermont Yankee—S.289: Decides
7 whether to allow the Vermont Public
Service Board to continue their work through
the quasi-judicial process, for the purposes
of issuing a Certificate of Public Good for
another 20 years of continued operation by
Vermont Yankee. We support the continued
operation of Vermont Yankee as long as
it is safe and reliable beyond March 21,
2012, because of the positive impact on
Vermont’s economy, as well as the nearly
1,300 combined jobs created at the plant
and regionally due to the plant’s operation.
Although the Senate passed S.289, the bill
died in the House. A “Yes” vote supports
the NFIB position. The bill failed 4-26.

Healthcare Reform & Menu
8 Labeling—S.88: Accelerates the
implementation of placing nutritional
facts on menus in restaurants and similar
establishments that are part of a chain
with 20 or more locations doing business
under the same name and offering for
sale substantially the same menu items.
Franchisees will be required to change all
signage no later than Jan. 1. Additionally,
this legislation requires the continued study
of Vermont’s healthcare system. Vermont’s
healthcare system has been studied for
more than 20 years; we opposed the bill
because of the menu labeling provision and
the imprudent general fund appropriation
for the healthcare study. NFIB advocated
for overall healthcare costs and financial
sustainability of government programs
to be addressed. A “No” vote supports
the NFIB position. The bill passed 25-4.
Gov. Douglas did not sign S.88, citing
his concerns. Instead, he allowed the bill
to become law without his signature.

Misclassification of
9 Employees—H.647: Requires an
increase in penalties and fines incurred by
businesses that misclassify employees as
independent contractors. Does not include
a uniform definition of an “independent
contractor,” nor does it establish a study
to more clearly define the term, making
it difficult for business owners to report
proper classification. A “No” vote supports
the NFIB position. This bill passed 21-5.

VOTING KEY

Voted “Yes”
Voted “No”

Did Not Vote

Minimum of five
votes required
for percentage
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
ISSUE NUMBER

NFIB/VT POSITION

Joe Acinapura, R-Brandon
Steven Adams, R-Hartland
David Ainsworth, R-So. Royalton
Janet Ancel, D-Calais

Margaret Andrews, D-Rutland
William Aswad, D-Burlington
Kenneth Atkins, D-Winooski
Albert Audette, D-So. Burlington
Joseph Baker, R-W. Rutland
Clem Bissonette, D-Winooski
Charles Bohi, D-White River Jct.
Bill Botzow, D-Bennington
Carolyn Branagan, R-Georgia
Christopher Bray, D-New Haven
Patrick Brennan, R-Colchester
Cynthia Browning, D-Arlington
Mollie Burke, P-Brattleboro
William Canfield, R-Fair Haven
Margaret Cheney, D-Norwich
Gregory Clark, R-Vergennes
Alison Clarkson, D-Woodstock
John Clerkin, R-White River Jct.
James Condon, D-Colchester
Chip Conquest, D-Wells River
Michel Consejo, D-Sheldon Springs
Sarah Copeland-Hanzas, D-Bradford
Timothy Corcoran, D-Bennington
Gale Courcelle, D-Rutland
Howard Crawford, R-E. Burke
Susan Davis, P-W. Topsham
David Deen, D-Putney

Dennis Devereux, R-Belmont
Eileen Dickinson, R-St. Albans
Andrew Donaghy, R-Poultney
Anne Donahue, R-Northfield
Johannah Donavan, D-Burlington
Sarah Edwards, P-Brattleboro
Alice Emmons, D-Springfield
Debbie Evans, D-Essex Jct.
Peter Fagan, R-Rutland

Michael Fisher, D-Lincoln

Peg Flory, R-Pittsford 2009*
William Frank, D-Underhill

Patsy French, D-Randolph
Eldred French, D-Shrewsbury
Frank Geier, D-So. Burlington
Gary Gilbert, D-Fairfax

Maxine Grad, D-Moretown

Adam Greshin, I-Warren

* Peg Flory was appointed to the Senate in Dec. 2009.

** Adam Howard replaced R. Westman
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
ISSUE NUMBER

NFIB/VT POSITION

Sandy Haas, P-Rochester
Helen Head, D-So. Burlington
Martha Heath, D-Westford
Robert Helm, R-Castleton
Mark Higley, R-Lowell

Mary Hooper, D-Montpelier
Adam Howard, R-Cambridge**
Steven Howard, D-Rutland

Richard Howrigan, D-Fairfield

Richard Hube, R-S. Londonderry 2009

Ronald Hubert, R-Milton
Timothy Jerman, D-Essex Jct.
Willem Jewett, D-Ripton

William Johnson, R-Canaan
Mitzi Johnson, D-So. Hero
Kathleen Keenan, D-St. Albans
Duncan Kilmartin, R-Newport
Warren Kitzmiller, D-Montpelier
Tony Klein, D-Montpelier
Thomas Koch, R-Barre

Patti Komline, R-Dorset

Joseph Krawczyk, R-Bennington
Bob Krebs, D-South Hero 2010™**
Diane Lanpher, D-Vergennes
Leigh Larocque, R-St. Johnsbury
Mark Larson, D-Burlington
Richard Lawrence, R-Lyndonville
Joan Lenes, D-Shelburne

Lucy Leriche, D-Hardwick
Robert Lewis, R-Derby

William Lippert, D-Hinesburg
Jason Lorber, D-Burlington
Terry Macaig, D-Williston

Steven Maier, D-Middlebury
John Malcolm, D-Pawlet

Ann Manwaring, D-Wilmington
Michael Marcotte, R-Newport
Richard Marek, D-Newfane
Cynthia Martin, D-Springfield
Linda Martin, D-Wolcott

James Masland, D-Thetford Ctr.
Norman McAllister, R-Franklin
Jim McCullough, D-Williston
Patricia McDonald, R-Barre
Francis McFaun, R-Barre

James McNeil, R-Rutland
Virginia Milkey, D-Brattleboro
Alice Miller, D-Shaftsbury

Sue Minter, D-Waterbury Ctr.

*** Deceased
**** Bob Krebs replaced I. Trombley
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
ISSUE NUMBER

NFIB/VT POSITION

Mark Mitchell, D-Barnard
Anne Mook, D-Bennington
John Moran, D-Wardsboro
John Morley, R-Orleans

Mary Morrissey, R-Bennington
Mike Mrowicki, D-Putney
Linda Myers, R-Essex Jct.
Floyd Nease, D-Johnson
Betty Nuovo, D-Middlebury
Anne O’Brien, D-Richmond

Patricia O'Donnell, R-Vernon
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Michael Obuchowski, D-Bellows Falls
Oliver Olsen, R-Jamaica 2010* =
Scott Orr, D-Charlotte

Carolyn Partridge, D-Windham
Albert Pearce, R-Richford

< < Zz Z

Janice Peaslee, R-Guildhall
Kathy Pellett, D-Chester
Peter Peltz, D-Woodbury
Peter Perley, R-Enosburg Falls
Paul Poirier, |-Barre

David Potter, D-N. Clarendon
Ann Pugh, D-S. Burlington

<<z < <z zZ <<

Kesha Ram, D-Burlington
Gary Reis, R-St. Johnsbury
John Rodgers, D-Glover

Brian Savage, R-Swanton

< < z Zz z Zz zZzZ Z Z Z

Heidi Scheuermann, R-Stowe

* Oliver Olsen replaced R. Hube
** Butch Shaw replaced P. Flory

SENATE

ISSUE NUMBER
NFIB/VT POSITION
Tim Ashe, D-Chittenden
Claire Ayer, D-Addison -
Susan Bartlett, D-Lamoille
Randy Brock, R-Franklin

John Campbell, D-Windsor
Bill Carris, D-Rutland

Matthew Choate, D-Caledonia

< z =

Ann Cummings, D-Washington

Bill Doyle, R-Washington
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Edward Flanagan, D-Chittenden
Peg Flory, R-Rutland 2010* -
Harold Giard, D-Addison

Robert Hartwell, D-Bennington

Vincent llluzzi, R-Essex/Orleans -

< < < <

Jane Kitchel, D-Caledonia Y
Sara Kittell, D-Franklin Y Y

* Peg Flory was appointed to the Senate in Dec. 2009.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
ISSUE NUMBER

NFIB/VT POSITION

Ernest Shand, D-Weathersfield
Dave Sharpe, D-Bristol

Butch Shaw, R-Rutland**

Megan Smith, D-Rutland

Shap Smith, D-Morristown
Robert South, D-St. Johnsbury
Kristy Spengler, D-Colchester
Will Stevens, |-Shoreham

Tom Stevens, D-Waterbury
Donna Sweaney, D-Windsor
Tess Taylor, D-Barre

George Till, D-Jericho

Kitty Toll, D-Danville

Larry Townsend, D-Randolph

Ira Trombley, D-Grand Isle 2009***
Donald Turner, R-Milton

Linda Waite-Simpson, D-Essex Jct.
Kate Webb, D-Shelburne

Richard Westman, R-Cambridge***
Rachel Weston, D-Burlington
Scott Wheeler, R-Newport

Jeff Wilson, D-Manchester Cir.
Philip Winters, R-Williamstown
Suzi Wizowaty, D-Burlington

Kurt Wright, R-Burlington

Jeff Young, D-St. Albans

John Zenie, D-Colchester

David Zuckerman, P-Burlington

*** Deceased
*** Resigned

SENATE

ISSUE NUMBER

NFIB/VT POSITION

Virginia Lyons, D-Chittenden
Mark MacDonald, D-Orange
Hull Maynard, R-Rutland 2009**
Richard Mazza, D-Grand Isle
Richard McCormack, D-Windsor
Hinda Miller, D-Chittenden
Kevin Mullin, R-Rutland

Alice Nitka, D-Windsor

Doug Racine, D-Chittenden

Phil Scott, R-Washington
Richard Sears, D-Bennington
Peter Shumlin, D-Windham
Diane Snelling, R-Chittenden
Bobby Starr, D-Essex/Orleans
Jeanette White, D-Windham

** Resigned
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